
This Phrasebook contains some basic Thai vocabulary to 
make it easier for you to communicate with your 
Greenstay family.   
The following paragraphs will inform you about some 
basic rules of the Thai language. 
 
• Thai has five tones. If you pronounce a syllable at the 

wrong pitch, you may change it’s meaning. 
1. The mid tone doesn’t move up or down, but is 

pronounced flat. (e.g. maa – to come) 
2. The high tone is pronounced flat as well, but at the 

top of the speaker’s vocal range (e.g. naam – Water) 
3. The low tone is again pronounced flat, but at the 

relative bottom of one’s vocal range. 
4. The falling tone sounds like you are emphasising a 

word (e.g. mai – no/not). 
5. The high tone sounds like a question (e.g. ahaan – 

food) 
 
• Use kha (if you are female) or khrap (if you are 

male)at the end of each sentence to show your respect, 
especially when talking to older persons or monks. 

 

Hello Sawat dee crap/kha  
(male/female) 

What’s your name? Khun chew arai 

Where are you from? Khun mahjak tee nigh? 

 

I am from…  Pom/Chan mahjak… 

My name is… Pom/Chan chew…  
(male/female) 

How are you? Sabai dee mai?  

I am fine. Sabai dee. 

I am not well/sick. Mai sabai. 

How old are you? Khun aayu taorai  

I am… years old. Pom/Chan … bpee. 

It is nice to meet you. Yindee tee die lujak. 

I am married. Pom/Chan deng nahn lao. 

I am single. Pom/Chan bpen sohrt. 

Goodbye. Lay-gohrn. 

Goodnight. Rah tee sawat. 

Please. Gahroonah. 



Thank you. Khop khun crap/kha. 

I don’t speak Thai. Pom/Chan poot Thai mai dee. 

Do you understand? Kao jai mei? 

I understand. Kao jai. 

I do not understand. Mai kao jai. 

Yes. Chai. 

No. Mai. 

How do you say (in 
Thai)…? 

Passah Thai … ? 

Excuse me. Koh toht crap/kha. 

I’m sorry. Pom/Chan see ajai. 

See you again. Lao phob khan mai. 

Where are you going? Pai nai? 

What is this? Nee arai crap/kha? 

What time is it? Wayla tao rai lao? 

Good luck. Chock dee. 

Very good. Dee mahk. 

Bad. Mai dee. 

Beautiful. Suay mahk. 

  

I’m a vegetarian. Pom/Chan kin jeh. 

I (don’t) like… Pom/Chan (mai) chowp… 

Delicious. Arroi mahk. 

Spicy. Pet. 

Not spicy. Mai pet. 

I’m hungry. Pom/Chan hew kao. 

I’m full. Eem lao. 

Breakfast. Ah hahn chow. 

Lunch. Ah hahn tiang. 

Dinner. Ah hahn kahm. 

A little bit. Nit noi. 



Rice. Kao. 

Fish. Plaa. 

Chicken. Gai. 

Egg. Kai. 

Water. Nahm. 

  

Where is the…? …yoo tee nai? 

Toilet. Hong nahm. 

Shower. Aht nahm. 

Telephone. Toorahsap. 

How much does this 
cost? 

Kee bhat? 

  

Today. Wan nee. 

Tomorrow. Prung nee. 

Yesterday. Mah wahn. 

Hour. Shua mong. 

Day. Wan. 

Night. Klang koon. 

Week. Sehp dah. 

Month. Duan. 

Year. Bpee. 

  

0 Suun. 

1 Neung. 

2           Song. 

3           Sahm. 

4           See. 

5           Hah. 

6           Hok. 

7           Jedt. 



8           Baaht. 

9           Gow. 

10 Sip 

11 Sip-et 

12 Sip-song 

13 Sip-sahm 

20 Yee-sip 

30 Sahm-sip 

50 Hah-sip 

100 Neung roi 

500 Hah-roi 

1000 Neung-pahn 

 


